Molecular diagnosis of myocardial disease.
Myocardial disorders are major causes of morbidity and mortality, including heart failure, sudden death and the need for heart transplantation. The two most common forms of myocardial disorders, dilated cardiomyopathy and hypertrophic cardiomyopathy are paradigms of left ventricular systolic dysfunction and diastolic dysfunction. The genetics of these disorders are increasingly understood with the sarcomere playing a central role in the development of HCM and the link between sarcomere and sarcolemma being key to the development of DCM. In this review, the genetics of the myocardial diseases will be described.